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4,000 Year~o[d Boats from Anoent EggPt

In AD 1894, while cxuavanng the pyraimid-complex of Senwosret 111, French archaeclogist Jean-Jacques de Morgan un-
earthed the World's oldest collection of contemporaneous boats available for sludy_ Senwosret I11 ruled ancient Egypt from
1870-1831 BCE. The most powerful ruler of the Twelfth Dynasty, and ane of the most powerful in all of ancient Egypt-he

led his people through a renaissance.The-inclusion of boats in the burial arrangements of such a powerful king under-
- scores the importance of watercraft.in their ancient culture.

Today, four of these boats can be located: two are in the United States, one in the Carnegie Museum of Natural History in
Pittsburgh and one in the Field Museum of Natural History in Chicago, and the remaining two are on display in The Egyp-
tian Museum, Cairo..The comparison of these boats provides a rare and unique opportunity-in-pautical archaeology.
Sincetheir excavation the bnals in Egypt boats have remained relatively inconspicuous arnd Iargcly unpublished. Here, 1
present a summary of the interpretations and conclusions from my thesis: The Cairo Dahshur-Boats (TAMU.2005). 1 em-
ployed personal recording of the hoats to reveal the unique characteristics of the hulls and to better understand the philoso-
phy employed by those who built the boats.

T he Flﬂaraoh T he [ xcavation Recorc{ing & Research

In 1894-1895 1.J de
Morgan, Director-
General of Antiquities
in Egypt, excavated
Senwosret I1Is pyra-
mid complex at
Dahshur.

Senwosret I1Is pyramid complex yielded the second most
valuable treasure hoard ever found in Egypt (behind only
King Tutankhamun’s).

In ancient Egypt, the pharach Senwos-
ret 111, known later as the deity Se-
nusert, reigned for thirty-nine years,
1870 10 1831 BCE. This was the golden
age of the Middle Kingdom. As pha-
raoh he led his people to great military
victories that re-conquered the Upper
Nile. Under his guidance Egypt ex-
panded its borders farther than ever
before.

In December 2003, 1
wrote to the Director
of the Cairo Museum
and requested permis-
sion to record the
boats in their care.

In record time (three weeks later!) | received a favorable re-
sponse. Even on short notice several organizations found ways
to support this incredible opportunity the following May.
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Each season proved more successful than the previous. The first
season educated us on the proper method of conducting research
in Egypt while the second produced quality measurements. The
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mapped five boats while
noting that he sent two to

Unfortunately, the pharaoh’s pyramid at Dahshur was a the museum in Cairo. third was incredibly productive and resulted in detailed draw-
target for looting and grave robbing over the millennia. Yet, Today, these boats remain ings, complete seantling lists, 3-D reconstruetions, and secured
the excavations in AD 1894 revealed great finds, including on display as they have for us an invitation to participate in a pair of public television

several small boats: transportation for the afterlife. over 100 years. documentaries.
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(_onclusions

In the 1980s, the two Dahshur boats in the US were thoroughly
studied. This study incorporated only basic measurements from
the two boats that remained in Egypt. Consequently, for the last
25 years all interpretations and conclusions regarding ancient
Egyptian shipbuilding trends were developed accordingly, ne-
glecting eritical information. Evidence from my research in Cairo
supports a drastic reinterpretation of ship construction methods
from the world’s first maritime civilization,

Today, most of the
Current Dahshur boats” sta-

g bility comes from
numerous small
“dovetail” fastenings (upper left). These are not practical
for seafaring as they would dislodge with minimal torsion.
They were probably added c.1902 during repairs. If these
are not practical, then how were the boats’ supported?
For years it has been
assumed that dove-
tails replaced ancient
8 lashings(upper right).

Lashing-theo

The base of this theory was congruent with earlier Egyptian con-
struction practices. However, “lashing-theory” neglects contempo-
rary evidence (above- lower right) and offers a structurally weak
joining method. If lashings existed on the Dahshur boats, they
more likely resembled the archaeologically confirmed style.
Yet, when the current method is superimposed, in scale, over the
more likely contemporary style, itindicates that lashings were not
possible. Wood would have had to been reconstituted to support
the dovetails as currently found on the boats,and this is not the case.
Other technological indicators found only on the Cairo boats, such
as deck planking pegged to the throughbeams, support a conclu-
sion that neither lashings nor dovetails were original to the boats.

| propose that neither dovetails nor lashings were necessary to
support the vessel and that several less costly methods already
present in the hull interacted to maintain the integrity of the
boats; such as arches, interlocking planking, deep mortise-and-
tenon joinery, s . and trunnels.

For Prc!jcct updatcs visit ht‘tP;/’/cairodahshur.imrd.ors



